
UUNN TT II LL RR EE CC EE NN TT LL YY ,,
MMAANNOOHHAARR PPAANNJJAABBII hhaadd

lleedd tthhee ffaammeedd BBiioommeecchhaanniiccss
LLaabboorraattoorryy aatt YYaallee UUnniivveerrssiittyy’’ss
SScchhooooll ooff MMeeddiicciinnee ssiinnccee 11997788.. His
lab was internationally renowned for its
work on delineating clinically relevant
aspects of musculoskeletal injury and
repair, with an emphasis on the spine.
Indeed, Dr. Panjabi is arguably the
world’s leading authority on the biome-
chanics of the spine. His research spans
30 years, focused on clinical problems
of the spine that can be addressed
advantageously with biomechanical
tools. To this end he has published
nearly 300 original research papers and
written two textbooks that are a stan-
dard in the basic education of all ortho-
pedic clinicians.

He has won many international
awards for original research, including
the prestigious Volvo Award for
Outstanding Research in Lumbar Spine.
Dr. Panjabi has also received grants
from virtually every spine and orthope-
dic company to evaluate the biome-

chanics of commercial or development
stage implants. “He is revered in the
clinical, academic and research commu-
nities associated with spine,” says Tom
Wood, president, CEO and a founder
of Applied Spine Technologies (AST). In

addition to providing the initial
intellectual property for AST’s
Stabilimax NZ™, Dr. Panjabi has
had an ongoing role in the execu-
tion of critical biomechanical test-
ing for the Company. “No doubt,
his reputation has opened, and will
continue to open, doors for the
Company,” adds Wood. “He has
driven an aggressive schedule of
Stabilimax NZ research presenta-
tions and publications that have
helped to create anticipation for,
and validation of, the Stabilimax
NZ device, which has monstrous
commercial potential.”  

Dr. Panjabi held various faculty
positions at Yale University — in

the Department of
Orthopedics and
the Department of
Rehabilitation, as
well as Mechanical
Engineering. He was
a professor in both
departments, and
director of the
B i o m e c h a n i c s
R e s e a r c h
L abor a to r y.H i s
research focused on
the human spine,
especially the clinical
problems that may
be addressed advan-
tageously with bio-
mechanical tools.

“When you juxta-
pose Dr. Panjabi’s
enormous creden-
tials and consider-
able achievements
against his personal
demeanor, you
quickly realize he is
one of the most

unassuming giants you could ever
meet,” adds Wood. “He was very very
wide open, right from the beginning, to
suggestions about how to best position
his invention in terms of optimal clinical
relevance. For someone of his stature,
Dr. Panjabi is a very humble man.”    n
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